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Executive Summary : With a new KDE, a new kernel, and a new file system
this release constitutes more than just a 0.1 release jump.  They could
have called it Redhat 8.  These new features come with a price, more power
and memory.  I'd recommend at least a PII 400 with 128M RAM.

Test System: PII/400Mhz, 256M PC100 RAM, TNT2 16M Video, 5400RPM 4G Drive

Official Release Notes :
http://mirror.hiwaay.net/redhat/redhat/linux/beta/roswell/en/os/i386/RELEA
SE-NOTES

Installation
Redhat has slimmed 7.2 down to just 2 CDs.  No more powertools.  The

full install (aka a Brent install) sucks up just over 3 gigs of drive
space, but includes many programs that used to be on the powertools such
as nmap and joe.  The new installer uses the frame buffer for video
display, which should allow it to render on most modern systems in
800x600.  Disk Druid has a new interface, which is easier to use.  I
failed to partition the drive the way I wanted and in the end I had to
allow it to autocreate a /boot, /, and a swap partition.  I tried just
creating a 64M swap space, but Redhat insists that you have a swap
partition at least as big as physical memory. The format for ext3 was
quick, much quicker than creating ext2 disks.  I wonder why?  The rest of
the install is very similar to 7.1 and not much to write home about.
After I successfully installed 7.2beta, I pulled up kvt and did a quick
rpm query.

EXT3
I?ve been tinkering with the journaling file systems for linux for

some time, ever since SUSE used the reiserfs when it was sponsored by
MP3.com.  As Redhat is the favored flavor at UTC, we?ve had to wait for

some time to get such a system (natively) for Redhat.  Well ext3 is here.
If you are not familiar with journaling, heres a quick description in the
words of Dr. Steven Tweedie, "The ext3 filesystem is a journaling
extension to the standard ext2 filesystem on Linux. Journaling results in
massively reduced time spent recovering a filesystem after a crash, and is
therefore in high demand in environments where high availability is
important, not only to improve recovery times on single machines but also
to allow a crashed machine's filesystem to be recovered on another machine
when we have a cluster of nodes with a shared disk." His full paper is at
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My own highly biased and unscientific tests show that the drive takes about
a 15% speed reduction between ext2 and ext3.  There is also good news for
those of us who are using ext2, it is possible to migrate existing ext2
filesystems to ext3 and back again.

Kernel
There is also the new kernel,

Sorry, I couldn't
help myself.  KDE
2.2 has a screen
capture program.

The new kernel brings a few bug fixes, but nothing really new from the
stock 2.4.3 of Redhat 7.1.  More information about this version of the
kernel can be found here:

http://www.kernel.org/pub/linux/kernel/v2.4/ChangeLog-2.4.6

KDE 2.2beta
A few more iteration of KDE and Windows may be having some serious

competition for the desktop.  KWord (which Im using to create this
masterpiece)is actually a useable word processor, as is KSheet as a
spreadsheet application.  You can even scan documents with Kword.  Kmail
finally does IMAP and while it is not pretty it does work.
The Konquerer (the web browser/file manager of KDE) now handles most
javascripts and seems to have improved its web page rendering.  The speed
of Konquerer is also very acceptable when loading awful pages like
www.securityfocus.com.  It still has problems with the competition.



There are
also a host
of
improvements
including
kpilot and
kandy for
syncing your
kaddressbook
with your
pilot or cell
phone.
Finally, KDE
has an
advanced
editor
similar to
gnome notepad
called kate.

The full list of improvements can be found at:
http://www.kde.org/announcements/announce-2.2-beta1.html



Other points to consider about 7.2.
1. The ext3 file system.  Redhat swears that migration from ext2 to ext3

during an upgrade WILL NOT affect data on the drive.
2. GRUB is now the default boot loader. Lilo is still available, but

Redhat seems to be leaning toward GRUB.  It bypasses several of Lilo's
limitations including the 1024 cylinder boot limitation. Yes, I know
Lilo has a way around this as well.  You can also establish a boot
password w/GRUB.

3. Not only is KDE new, but Gnome 1.4 is included.  Redhat stresses that
their new version of Gnome is not fully compatible with Ximian, and you
will have to reinstall Ximian after 7.2 (Or just use KDE.)  This
version of Gnome includes Nautilus.

4. Rescue mode now does not automatically try and mount all filesystems
(which could occasionally corrupt them if no fsck was done before their
mounting)

5. You can now boot and install from a USB floppy.
6. When you first fire up KDE, you will be asked several questions.  One

of the new ones is the eye-candy-o-meter.  Or how much screen pizzaz do
you want.  My test with both ends of the spectrum dont show much
difference.  You also have to choose your language, US English isnt
available, but UK english is...if you dont use it youll get stuck with
Croatian or something similar.

7. Launching programs in KDE is now accompanied by an icon representing
the program.  Its interesting, but not necessary.  I have not figure
how to turn it off yet.

8. XFree is at 4.1.0, 3.x version is gone.
9. XMMS will play mp3s, but gtv still doesnt handle video mpegs very well.

I wish someone would crank out an A/V linux. Debian is working on one,
but I dont know how well its doing.

10. Some useful Gnome programs are installed including gtoaster (cdburn),
etheral (sniffer), and grip (cd ripper).

Conclusion:
Once Redhat removes the beta parts of this distribution, it wont be

long before Slug is running 7.2.  The processor/memory requirements are
understandable given the new additions.  That tradeoff is well worth it.


